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1. WHOOPS, CONTRARY TO WHAT THE EMBASSY LEARNED FROM THE 
DALAI LAMA'S REPRESENTATIVE IN DELHI (REFTEL), AND OFFICIAL 
OF THE BHUTANESE MISSION HERE TOLD AN EMBASSY OFFICER 
SEPTEMBER 3 THAT HIS HOLINESS KARMAPA WILL INDEED BE 
VISITING THE U.S., AS WELL AS SWITZERLAND AND CANADA, 

IN THE NEAR PUTURE. ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL, THE 

KARMAPA WILL BE TRAVELING WITH A BHUTANESE PASSPORT IN A 

PARTY OP TWELVE TO POURTEEN AT THE INVITATION OP A 

CANADIAN PRIVATE ORGANIZATION INTERESTED IN TEBETAN CULTURE 

AND RELIGION. THE OFFICIAL SAID THE VISIT WOULD BE FOR 

SPIRITUAL PURPOSES AND THE KARMAPA WOULD NOT BE PRESENTING DANCE 

PROGRAMS SO PAR AS HE WAS AWARE. 

2. COMMENT: AMPLIFYING PARAGRAPH 2 REFTEL, THE EMBASSY 
UNDERSTANDS THAT THE KARMAPA HEADS THE KAGYUPA SECT WHICH 
HAS A FOLLOWING IN BHUTAN, SIKKIM, NORTHERN NEPAL AND 
WESTERN TIBET. HE IS A PURELY SPIRITUAL LEADER UNLIKE 

THE DALAI LAMA, AND HAS RESIDED IN SIKKIM SINCE PLEEING 
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FROM HIS MONASTERY IN KHAM FROM THE CHINESE. 
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3. THE CANADIAN HIGH COMMISSION INFORMS US THAT IT HAS 
NO INFORMATION SO FAR ON ANY VISIT PLANNED BY THE KARMAPA 
AND HIS GROUP. THOUGH WE WILL STAY IN CONTACT WITH THE 
CANADIANS IN THE EXPECTATION THE KARMAPA WILL APPLY THERE 
EOR VISAS, WE WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT GUIDANCE IN THE 
EVENT HE APPROACHES US EOR VISAS EIRST. 

MOYNIHAN 
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